
law prohibiting public employees from belonging to the organization.’ Determined to 
carry on her civil rights activism, she then became director of workshops at Highlander 
Folk School. King replied to her letter on 16 August.2 

Rev. & Mrs. M. L. King 
Dexter Ave. Baptist Church 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Rev. & Mrs. King: 

The staff and director of Highlander Folk School invite you as a guest to spend 
a week or two with them. 

The mountain top is cool and delightful especially at nights and we feel that 
you and your family can relax here in comfort. You deserve this and more for 
your courage. 

For your information; room, board, and transportation will be furnished you. 
You may choose to come in during a workshop and stay on. 
The enclosed folder will give you dates to choose from. You may write or call 

Monteagle 164 collect. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] Mrs. Septima P. Clark 
Workshop Director 

A L S .  MLKP-MBU: Box 14. 

I .  Septima Poinsette Clark (1898-1987), born in Charleston, received her B.A. (1942) from Bene- 
dict College in South Carolina and her M.A. (1945) from Hampton Institute in Virginia. Clark began 
teaching in 1916 and four years later campaigned against job discrimination in the teaching profes- 
sion. Clark later joined the NAACP and participated in a class action suit that in 1945 established 
teacher pay equity. Recruited by Myles Horton to work at Highlander, Clark became an influential 
leader in the civil rights struggles of the late 1950s and early 1960s. She was instrumental in creating 
citizenship schools throughout the South and served as director of education for the SCLC. She was 
one of the few women to serve on SCLC’s staff and executive board. Her autobiographical publica- 
tions include Echo in My Soul (1962) and Ready from Within (1986). 

2 .  See pp. 349-350 in this volume. 

From Medgar Wiley Evers 

31 July 1956 
Jackson, Miss. 

After meeting King at the NAACP national convention in Sun Francisco in June, 
the organization? Mississippi Jield secretary invites King to speak in Jackson.’ King 

I. Medgar Wiley Evers (1925- 1963), born in Decatur, Mississippi, graduated from Alcorn A&M Col- 
lege in 1952. He served as the NAACP’s first field secretary in Mississippi from 1954 until 1963 and was 329 
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declined the invitation on 16 August, PromptingEvers to invite him on several other 
occasions. King would eventually speak in Jackson on 23 Stptemberrg5g for a meeting 
sponsored by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 

Rev. Martin L. King, Jr. 
389 South Jackson Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Rev. King: 

I am quite sure you do not remember me, but I managed to shake your hand 
and introduce myself at the National Convention, as being the field secretary for 
the NAACP in the State of Mississippi, and, at which time, I asked if it were pos- 
sible to have you come to Jackson to speak to our branch here. You said that you 
would consider it. I am therefore, at this time, inviting you to speak to us on the 
first or second Sunday in October, or on any other date that will be convenient 
for you. 

We, the NAACP here, feel that your presence would do more to bring together 
our ministers and the people of Jackson than any other person or incident 
conceivable. 

In a recent conversation with Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers, who visited Jackson, 
he mentioned your having been a ministerial student in his class at Boston 
University. 

Respectfully yours, 
[signed] 

Field Secretary 

MWE:mes 

Please let me hear from you immediately, and may God bless you. 

Medgar W. Evers 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 62. 

a determined advocate of school integration, voter registration, and boycotts of discriminatory busi- 
nesses. When Emmett Till was lynched in 1955, Evers and other NAACP leaders secured media cover- 
age of the situation, found witnesses, and helped them leave the state after they testified at the trial of 
Till's murderers. In 1957 Evers became one of the first officers of SCLC but resigned later that year 
because of an NAACP policy forbidding its staff members from holding positions in other organiza- 
tions. He was assassinated by a white supremacist on 12 June 1963 outside his Jackson home. 
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